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Elite Niseko

Daniela Aroche

Enter: Elite Havens

Think of Elite Havens as the lovechild of a five-star resort and your most
efficient friend, the one who colour-codes packing cubes and actually
reads the fine print on travel insurance.

Their Niseko collection is as vast as it is glamorous: from sleek designer
chalets tucked into forested slopes to grand alpine lodges with floor-to-
ceiling Mount Yotei views.

Browse their handpicked range and you'll find something for every type of

snow devotee. Here are just a few:

Momiji Lodge, a rustic-meets-modern dream with a ski drying room and
private onsen.

Sekka Sekka, ideal for groups who like their minimalism with a touch of
glee.

Kitsune House, which looks like it was designed by a Scandinavian
architect on a wellness retreat.

Chalet Hinata, where you can soak in a steaming bath while your private
chef grills Hokkaido scallops downstairs.

Each property is professionally managed and paired with the Elite



Concierge, a team of miracle-workers who can organise everything from
ski passes to sushi platters. Transfers, rentals, restaurant bookings,
childminding, spa days, they doitall, leaving you free to focus on the
important things, like pretending you understand snow conditions.

Niseko: Japan’s answer to Aspen, with better manners

Perched on Hokkaido’s northern island, Niseko is a powder paradise with
four interconnected resorts, world-class dining, and more onsens than
moral restraint in an apres-ski bar. Its snow, affectionately dubbed Japow,
is so dry and light it feels like skiing through sifted flour, only more
expensive.

According to a recent Visa Travel Report, Japan’s ski tourism surged by
40% last season. With everyone from Australians to Americans
descending on Niseko in droves, early booking isn't so much atipas a
survival tactic.

The Elite Havens experience: Powder without the peril

Elite Havens is an entire philosophy of curated leisure. After a day of face-
planting gracefully through powder, return to your chalet to find your boots
dried, your bath drawn, and your dinner sizzling, courtesy of Niseko
Gourmet, the in-house dining service that turns every nightinto a
Michelin-level aprés feast. Think Hokkaido seafood hotpots, wagyu
sukiyaki, and enough sake to make you fluent in Japanese by dessert.

If you must leave your cocoon of luxury, your concierge can arrange
snowshoeing, cultural excursions, or hot-spring hopping through villages
so picturesque they make Hallmark movies look gritty.

For the non-skiers



Not everyone comes to Niseko to ski. Some of us come for the onsens,
the sake tastings, and the opportunity to wear $900 thermals under the
pretence of “sport”. Elite Havens caters to this noble demographic with
chauffeur-driven tours, private yoga, and massages that could resuscitate
a frozen spirit.

Booking

The 2026 season is filling up faster than a sake glass in Hirafu. Booking
early with Elite Havens is the difference between sipping mulled wine by a
designer fireplace or crying into convenience-store ramen at 11pm.

Because an Elite Havens stay is about the art of skiing without ever
actually suffering. It's the perfect balance of snow, style, and service.

So go ahead- reserve your chalet now, pour another sake, and practise
saying “Arigato” with the confidence of someone who knows their
concierge will handle everything else.

Powder pro tips

January—February: Peak snow, peak cool
March: Softer snow, fewer crowds, more selfies.

Best for beginners: Niseko’s Annupuri and Hanazono zones, wide,
forgiving, and English-speaking.
Apreés tip: Head to Bar Gyu+, a speakeasy hidden behind a fridge door.

Yes, really.

Dress code: Down jacket, waterproof mascara, moral flexibility about hot
toddies before noon.



